
Folklore Surveillance 
Hrafnkell Tumi Georgsson 
 
Viewing the struggle between mythology and industry in Icelandic culture, through CCTV 
cameras combined with filmmaking techniques. 
 
Vaadeldes mütoloogia ja tööstuse vahelist võitlust Islandi kultuuris, kombineerides 
turvakaamerad filmiproduktsiooniks kasutatavate tehnikatega. 
 

 
The struggle 
 
One of the most important resources in Iceland is the nature, it attracts people from all 
over the world and for centuries people have 
written and told tales of mythical beasts, hiding 
in every corner of the country. The nature is 
also used for heat and electricity, harvested in 
thermal and hydroelectric power plants. It is a 
valuable source of renewable energy that 
powers every home in Iceland. When 
harvesting this energy, it is inevitable that the 
powerplants leave a mark on the environment. 
There is a big debate surrounding what areas 
should be used for powerplants and what areas 



should be preserved. It is very controversial, especially considering that three quarters of 
the energy produced is used by large industrial aluminium factories. 
 
The system 
 
Icelandic nature is also known to be 
unpredictable, the weather can change 
rapidly and sometimes a volcanic 
eruption shuts down all air traffic. 
Survailance cameras are one way to 
monitor every corner of the country. 
There are many services that have placed 
cameras all over the country and a lot of 
them are accessible to the public. Road 
construction companies have some so 
you can see conditions on the road you 
plan on driving on, the weather channel 
has some, and some are constantly pointed at volcanoes that have not erupted for a 
century.  These cameras live stream constantly, all over the country. 
 
 
 
The plan 
 
My plan is to create matte paintings of 
Icelandic mythological beasts and place 
them infront of these cameras. Matte 
paintings are a filmmaking technique 
where imaginary objects are placed in a 
scene by painting them on a glass plate that 
is then placed infront of a camera. I want to 
combine this technique with the constantly 
streaming CCTV cameras to make these 
stories clash with modern icelandic 
culture. 
I am most interested in driving to areas that have been affected by big industries and 
placing creatures there. 
 
 



 
The beasts 
 
Nykur. 

 
Lagafljótsormurinn, The Lagafljót worm.

 
 
 



 
Lagafljótsormurinn on the run.

 
Screenshot from a weather camera stream, digitally manipulated. 2020. 

Nykur waiting at an empty riverbed. 

 
Screenshot from a weather camera stream, digitally manipulated. 2020. 


